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Phase II is bringing the Meteorological
Service closer to its work: a new "Upper
Wind Station" is being built right behind
the Met office on the Airport Boulevard.
"It's better for me," jokes Chief Observer
Rignald Eugenio. "I will not have to drive
all the way to where the building is now
(close to where BBW used to be). And
the current building is kind of outdated."
In the Upper Wind Station the Met Office
inflates weather balloons, which are
then released into the air. "The balloons
are equipped with an instrument that
gives a signal to the antennae on our
roof," Eugenio, a Met Official with more
than 32 years of experience, explained. 
He said the collected data is used by
officials in aviation and by the Met Office
to track weather patterns in the upper
atmosphere. "Temperature varies when
you go higher up. By releasing the bal-
loons we can study wind directions and
wind speeds at different heights," said
the Observer. 
He said in the hurricane season balloons

are released twice every day; outside
the hurricane season it happens once
daily. Its operations are financed by the
National Weather Service.
The new building will house the equip-
ment to make the gas which the bal-
loons are filled with and a generator to
inflate them. Eugenio said the target is
to have the new facility completed  at
least by November.
"We have to move as soon as possible.
The old building will soon be demol-
ished. All the other buildings that were
around it are gone," he said. He didn't
have precise dates, but according to
him the old facility was built before the
fifties. "I know a guy who used to work
for the airport in 1946 and he said the
building was already there then. It's an
old building," said Eugenio.
He said that the new building may be
closer, it may make his work more con-
venient, but also demanded of
Observers that they be more on their
toes. "It's closer to the runway, so we

really can't release any balloons until we
get total clearance from the tower. We
always have to get clearance, but now it
will become even more important.
Accidents can happen," he said.

NEW WIND STATION FOR MET OFFICE

Anguilla Government and Chamber of Commerce of St. Maarten 
support PJIAE on Phase II expansion project  

Workmen dotting I’s on the roof of the new
wind station, which should be completed by
November. 

September 15th, PJIAE welcomed the St. Maarten Chamber of
Commerce boardmenbers and office members, headed by
Chamber President Charles Meyers, to the airport for a presen-
tation on the Phase II developments. The delegation was
impressed by the scope of works and called the project long
overdue.The Chamber expressed their full support to the project.

The Government of Anguilla congratulated PJIAE on the com-
mencement of the Phase II expansion works. They  pledged
their full support during the presentation held September 10th
by Commissioner Wescott-Williams and the PJIAE manage-
ment on the Phase II plans. They are keenly looking forward
to the conclusion of the works and the positive impact it will
have on access to Anguilla and St. Maarten. 

Comm. Wescott-Williams hands over a phase II informatoin
package to hon. Chief Miinister Fleming. 

fltr: Mr. Willemsberg, Mrs. Patrick, Mr. Ouenniche, Mr. Meyers, Mr.
Holiday (PJIAE), Mr. Kong (PJIAE) and Mr. De Castro. 




